ii6                MARY STUART.           ACT in.

On your behalf you charge him send the king

Some secret word concerning, no man else,

If this be possible, being privy to it:

Even this, that seeing your son's great obstinacy

In heresy, and foreseeing too sure thereon

Most immiruent danger and harm thence like to ensue

To the Catholic church, he coming to beai rule

Within this kingdom, you are resolved at heait

In case your son be not reduced again

To the Catholic faith before your death, wheieof

Plainly you say small hope is yours so long

As he shall bide in Scotland, to give up

To that said king, and grant in absolute light,

Your claim upon succession to this crown,

By your last will made; praying him on this cause

From that time forth wholly to take yourself

Into his keeping, and therewith the state

And charge of all this country: which, you say,

You cannot for discharge of conscience think

That you could put into a prince's hands

More zealous for your faith, and abler found

To build it strong upon this side again,

Even as through all parts else of Christendom.

But this let silence keep in secret, lest

Being known it be your dowry's loss in France,

And open breach in Scotland with your son,

And in this realm of England utterly

Your ruin and destruction.    On your part

Next is he bidden thank his lord the king

For liberal grace and sovereign favour shown